Introduction

*** PUT UP TITLE OVERHEAD ***

· Written by John Wyndham in 1951.

· Classic sci-fi novel.

· A film also made in early sixties, but quite bad and had not much to do with the book, plotwise.

· A personal account of William Mason.

· Recounts the horror and destruction caused by mass sight loss and the rise of the Triffids.

· Written during the cold war.

· Some anti-commie tendencies.

· Russians are very seclusive, no contact with the west.

· The ruskies are the ones who developed the Triffids.

· All major powers are in possession of ‘satellites’, no one quite knows what they do but are powerful weapons of mass destruction, bio, chemical, nuke?

· Alluded that ruskies may have set off satellite that emitted radiation that damaged optic nerve.

· Could’ve been accidentally set off.

· Ruskies might have meant to use Triffid/satellite pair as weapon?

· Explores many themes.

· People regressing to barbarism.

Basic Plot Overview

· Main character William Masen is in hospital with an eye injury from Triffid poison.

· Masen is a biologist and works with Triffids on a farm

· Has his face covered with thick bandages.

· Wakes up one morning and there is no sound from traffic out side.

· No one comes to give him breakfast or take his bandages off.

· He removes them himself and soon discovers that after first thinking himself unlucky that he missed the cosmic event of the century (a spectacular meteor shower the previous night caused by the earth passing through a field of comet debris) he realized how lucky he has been because everyone who watched the shower is now blind.

· Entire of humanity to its knees in one day.

· Masen wanders the streets, full of groping blind, wandering aimlessly.

· Blind trying to find food to eat.

· Finds Josella being held captive by a blind man, forced to find food etc.

· Triffids that were kept as pets and ones in the farms are escaping.

· Triffids wandering the streets killing people and eating them, easily now the human advantage of sight is gone.

· Masen and Josella meet up with a group of sighted who are planning to leave city.

· One of the sighted, outraged at the abandonment of blind.

· Raids the group and takes sighted to go and lead parties of blind.

· Masen and Josella separated, both forced to lead blind groups.

· Masen escapes when most of his party is killed by strange disease.

· Tries to find Josella.

· Group have already left city.

· Roams around the country for a while looking for Josella.

· Finds her at Shirning farm.

· Triffids roaming cities and country, taking over, thriving on the demise of mankind.

· After a few years at Shirning, Triffids becoming extremely numerous threatening to break through fence and overrun farm despite best efforts.

· Chopper arrives at farm, one of the members of the group in the London city.

· Had started a successful colony on isle of Wight where they had eliminated most of the Triffids.

· Neo-feudal group was after them so the went to isle of Wight.

· Lived happily ever after?

The origins of Triffids

· When Masen a child, world pop growing rapidly.

· Food fast becoming inadequate.

· Bio and agricultural tech becoming more and more advanced.

· Crops developed that could be grown in much harsher conditions.

· Also grow much quicker.

· Triffids suddenly appeared around the world, didn’t walk at first, not until mature, about 2 years.

· Triffids soon became quite common, no head paid to them until they started to walk.

· Many theories on Triffid origins.

· Many believe spontaneous evolve.

· Some believe they are a harbinger of worse things to come if the human race didn’t fix their evil ways and behave.

· Another - The seeds floated to earth through space as specimens of life on other worlds(less favorable).

· According to Masen the Triffids are ‘The outcome of ingenious biological meddlings’.

· Triffids a combination of sunflower, turnip, nettle and orchid.

· genetic engineering?

· No proof of this because origins of Triffids in Russia.

· Cold war prevented any knowledge of soviet sciences and discoveries.

· Fish oil company approached by man with jar of pink Triffid oil.

· Far better in nutritional value and quality than current fish oils.

· Man was to sell them some Triffid seeds he was going to smuggle out of Russia.

· Presumably the ruskis were developing and farming Triffids for oil and triffidy goodness.

· Smuggling didn’t go as planned.

· Plane the man was escaping in was shot down by pursuing Russian fighters.

· High winds in upper atmosphere, spread the light powdery Triffid seeds effectively over the world.

· After this, many companies went into the Triffid farming business because it was so good and profitable.

· Hundreds of thousands of Triffid farms built across the world.

· The Triffids staked to the spot in  rows so they couldn’t escape by all pushing up against one of the fences until it gave way.

· These Triffids not docked as domestic Triffids were, because undocked gives better oil.

Lookyness the Triffids

*** PUT UP TRIFFID OVERHEAD ***

*** HAND OUT TRIFFID SHEET ***

· Grow to 7-8 feet tall in temperate.

· Tropical-taller, 8-9 feet.

· Hard woody stem coming out of quasi-spherical bole.

· 3 long round stumpy roots coming out of bole – walks on these.

· Triffid pushes front two forward, slides back one up to nearly even with front two, then slides front two forward again.  Thrashes about wildly when walking.

· Can ‘walk’ at about average walking pace.

· Three woody sticks protruding from bole, running parallel to main stem.

· These tap on the stem and seem to be a form of rudimentary communication.

· They tap the sticks when they hear a noise or locate a person and more Triffids come to help them.

· Long slender whip-like frond.

· Many poison sacs on the end of frond containing a most deadly poison that can kill a man or blind if hits eyes.

· Uses frond to lash out and strike it’s victim.

· Aims mainly at face and hands – unprotected bits.

· Its blow can knock a man down, although the frond  not very strong.

· Most damage done with the poison.

· Broad green leaves for photosynthesis.

· Funnel-like cup, contains sticky liquid designed to trap insects and digest plants food.

· Triffids scrape flesh off victim with frond and put the shreds into the cup to digest also.

Themes

